
CRITERIA FOR PLACEMENT ON THE AMF ASTRONAUTS MEMORIAL

 Following the Apollo spacecraft fire which claimed the lives of three astronauts, 
hundreds and perhaps thousands of people wrote NASA, their congressmen, and the 
White House urging that a suitable memorial be erected in memory of the Apollo crew.  
Though scholarships, streets, and buildings were names for members of that crew, 
there was no major memorial built.

In the years that followed the accident, visitors to the Kennedy Space Center, 
numbering in the millions each year, expected to see a suitable astronaut memorial.  A 
small monument dedicated to all those who lost their lives in pursuit of the space frontier 
was located at a strategic place in the KSC visitor center, but the public, in comment  
cards available at the center and in letters, indicated they wanted more.

Following the Challenger tragedy, the The Astronauts Memorial Foundation was formed 
to raise funds for a suitable memorial to the astronauts who had been killed in these two 
tragedies.  The memorial was to be built at Kennedy Space Center.

In early discussions between representatives of the Foundation and the NASA ad hoc 
committee formed to work with the Foundation, it was decided to include among those 
memorialized the astronauts killed in T-38 accidents, since these were classified as 
training flights.  The intent was to memorialize astronauts who were killed in the 
hazardous operations peculiar to their jobs, such as space flight itself or hazardous 
training.  Further, this criteria is are intended to memorialize astronauts who have lost 
their lives in furtherance of the U.S. space program, whether those individuals are U.S. 
citizens or not, and meet the specifics of the criteria otherwise.

Throughout 2015 –2019, The most recent discussions have taken place due to the 
advent of non-governmental organizations that have undertaken space exploration and 
other human activities in outer space.  This development had led to a discussion as to 
whether persons involved in the non-governmental space activities who lose their lives 
in the course of these activities should be eligible for inclusion in the memorial.  An 
extensive dialogue took place in which a wide variety of views were elicited regarding 
this issue.  As a result of those discussions, The Astronauts Memorial Foundation 
determined that astronauts, as defined herein, engaged in space flight conducted by 
United States private organizations other than the United States Government should be 
eligible for inclusion on the memorial under the conditions set forth in this document.



With this in mind, the following criteria are used for selecting astronauts to be 
memorialized:

1. A person who loses his/her life while in, or from injuries incurred during, an 
authorized training activity for a specific space flight on board a U.S. Government 
–sponsored spacecraft.

or

2. A person who loses his/her life while on board, or from injuries incurred on board, 
a U. S. Government-sponsored spacecraft in flight or during countdown to 
launch.

or

3. A U. S. citizen who loses his/her life while in, or from injuries incurred during, an 
authorized training activity for a specific space flight on a foreign spacecraft, 
during a launch countdown, or in flight of a foreign spacecraft.

or

4. A person who loses his/her life while in, or from injuries incurred during an 
authorized training activity for a specific space flight on a spacecraft operated by 
a United States non-government spacecraft, during a launch countdown, or in 
flight of such non-United States government spacecraft provided that: (a) such 
person is a required crewmember of such spacecraft as defined by the Federal 
Aviation Administration; and (b) such person has the intent to fly on such 
spacecraft as a required crewmember; (b) the space flight on which such person 
is a required crewmember is a space flight which has been licensed by the 
Federal Aviation Administration (FAA), and (c) the purpose of the mission, flight 
or training flight is exploratory or experimental, specifically excluding operational 
flights carrying spaceflight participants as defined in subparagraph e below.



For this purpose, we define the following definitions apply:

a. “Space” as is that realm over 50 statute miles above the Earth.

b. “Astronaut” in the same broad context as Webster’s Dictionary is:as 
defined by the AMF Board is a person who operates and navigates a 
vehicle that travels beyond the Earth’s atmosphere; also, a professional 
trainee for space flight,” with the additional qualifier that the person is 
recognized by the responsible agency (e.g. NASA or the FAA  another 
agency of the United Stated Government having jurisdiction over space 
flight ) as qualified for flight assignment.

c. “Authorized training” is as proscribed by the astronaut specific activities 
formal training schedule.

d. “Spacecraft” as any vehicle or facility that traverses the atmosphere into 
space, is capable of returning to the Earth from space, or orbits the Earth 
or other celestial body.

e. “Required Crew Member” is a career individual who performs required on-
board activities, directly related to operation of a spacecraft that carries 
human beings.

f. “Space flight participant” means an individual, who is not crew, carried 
aboard a launch vehicle or reentry vehicle, who does not fit the criteria in 
paragraph 4 above.

Training accidents would include, but not be limited to, survival training, zero-g training, 
shuttle training aircraft and other training aircraft flights and participation in hazardous 
operations such as countdown tests and escape and rescue operations.

Examples of accidents which would not be included are automobile accidents, travel 
aboard commercial transportation and other accidents to which many or most space 
workers are commonly exposed.

In elaboration, we note that the above criteria does not allow memorialization of a non-
U.S. citizen astronaut who loses his/her life while in an authorized training activity for a 
specific space flight on a foreign spacecraft, during launch countdown, or in flight of a 
non-U.S. spacecraft.  This criteria only applies if the non-U.S. citizen astronaut loses 



their life while on board, connected to, or from injuries incurred on a U.S. spacecraft, or 
spacecraft where U.S. activities are in the majority.



Process

Parties involved:

 AMF Space Mirror Memorial Committee: Develops recommendations to the AMF 
Board of Directors  NASA HQ and KSC personnel as presently constituted ad 
hoc committee, which we recommend become a permanent committee (name 
TBD by NASA).

 AMF, Board of Directors, one board member, appointed by the chairman, serves 
on the NASA ad hoc, cum permanent, committee for the specific purpose of, and 
having voting privilege in, determining whether an individual is to be 
recommended for memorialization.

Responsibilities of the involved parties.

 NASA ad hoc committee:  develop formal NASA recommendation to AMF.

 AMF Board of Directors:  Financial responsibility for the Memorial and final 
decision on who is memorialized.

Steps of the process:

 Process is activated by notice of either party by the other of need initiated by 
anyone or any organization to consider a person or persons for memorialization.  
The notifying organization designates an advocate of the person or persons to 
contact the Astronauts Memorial Foundation.

 In the case of an inflight accident, the next step in the process is that AMF in 
consultation and cooperation with NASA, schedules, plans and executes an 
announcement and the memorial event, as below.

 For situations otherwise, a 90-day interval elapses to collect facts and let 
emotions subside.

 The NASA ad hoc committee meets to consider the matter, hearing the advocate 
and any other material and opinions relevant.  This ad hoc committee advises 
AMF of its recommendation by 120 days following the initial notification.

 AMF Board of Directors reviews the ad hoc committee recommendations and 
any other material and opinion that is relevant.  The Board makes a final decision 



(accepting or rejecting NASA’s the recommendation) by no later than 180 days 
following the initial notification.



 AMF in consultation and cooperation with NASA schedules, plans and executes 
the announcement of its decision and, if appropriate, the memorial event.  In the 
case where there is to be a memorial event, it shall take place on the one-year 
anniversary of the death of the subject person or persons.  In a case where it has 
been decided that an individual in an earlier accident is to be memorialized, for 
instance, in readdressing an X-15 accident, a date suitable to the situation will be 
scheduled.

This criteria for Placement on the AMF Astronuats Memorial is agreed to and entered 
into this 12/2 day of 1991.

______________________
Alan C. Helman, FAIS
Founder and Chairman
The Astronauts Memorial Foundation

CONCURRENCE:      ________________________________
   Susan Mathis Richard
   Acting Associate Administrator for Public Affairs
   National Aeronautics and Space Administraation

This criteria is hereby adopted by the Board of Directors of The Astronauts Memorial 
Foundation, Inc. this _____ day of July, 2019.  These criteria shall supercede any 
criteria previously adopted by The Astronauts Memorial Foundation.

THE ASTRONAUTS MEMORIAL FOUNDATION, INC.

By:  ________________________________________
                                 Chair




